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THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
of THE BRITISH MOTOR CLUB
of SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY

END OF THE YEAR FUN EVENTS
Just because there’s a little chill in the air doesn’t mean
that there aren't fun events around featuring British cars.
Below is a show that slipped in in October. These things
have heaters don't they, but do they work!? You might also
notice that even though we missed Halloween there are
some “monsters” in this newsletter.

BRITS BY THE BAY SHOW — 2008
By Fred Schuchard

Saturday, October 18", began as a chilly, blustery day as
our 2-car convoy left Annapolis, MD for the Brits by the
Bay Show at Downs Memorial Park located midway be-
tween Annapolis and Baltimore on the beautiful shores of
the Chesapeake Bay (near Gibson Island for you sailors
out there). | was driving my 1971 Morgan Plus 8 with my
good friend and fellow BMCSNJ member, Bob Watson as
passenger. The second car was a spectacular 1960 MGA
Twin Cam owned and driven by Bob Kreuzer who lives in
Annapolis. With Bob (K.) as passenger was Alister Bell, a
college friend of Bob Watson’s and a consummate car nut
like the rest of us. The trip to the park was uneventful but
the traffic was heavy at times. Not much open country left
in this neck of the woods! Downs Park is situated on a
gently-sloping hill with a beautiful scenic view overlooking

MGA TWIN CAM

Motor Car Garage Invites You to our Open
House Tech Session

Motor Car Garage will be hosting a Club Tech Session and
Open House at our facility on Saturday, February 21, 2009
starting at 11:00. We have plenty of parking, so if the roads
are dry, we encourage you to drive your British car and
make an event out of it. Come look around the shop, see
the current projects, enjoy some free refreshments and
learn a thing or two at the Tech Session. Hope you can
make it. Please visit our website at www.motorcar-
garage.com for directions to the shop.

Pete Cosmides and Ed Sweeney
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the Chesapeake Bay. It is located a few miles south of the
entrance to the Patapsco River, the main shipping artery
leading to Baltimore Harbor. Ships and sailboats gliding by
created a magnificent backdrop for the show. The show
was well-attended with about 100 cars in all. It is an an-
nual event sponsored by TRAC (Triumph Club of Anne
Arundel County) and is not a judged show.
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“Offside/Nearside ” is the bi-monthly newsletter of the British Motor Club of Southern
New Jersey (BMC), which was founded in 1992 to encourage the ownership, operation
and preservation of British cars.

Membership is open to all individuals with an interest in British cars. The dues of
$15.00 per year, includes a subscription to “Offside/Nearside”. BMC is affiliated with
the following organizations: MG Owners Club (MGOC); North American MGB Register
(NAMGBR); North American MGA Register (NAMGAR); Vintage Triumph Register
(VTR); Triumph Register of America (TRA).

BMC Meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each month, but loca-
tions vary. Current schedule can be seen in the “Calendar of Events”.

The official BMCSNJ website can be accessed at
WWW.BMCSNJ.ORG
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
OFF SIDE / NEAR SIDE is YOUR Newsletter .
The Editors are always looking for new material.
lated copy (or personal experiences in your LBC for
annual Newsletters. Copy should be forwarded to t
month preceding publication. We publish in Jan, Ma
Nov.

Please submit British car re-
us to use in one of our six
he Editors by the 12th of the
rch, May, July, Sept and

SPECIAL ATTENTION:

SIMEONE FOUNDATION MUSEUM TOUR

Doctor Simeone will guide us through his newly opened vintage race car museum on
Saturday, January 24 "™ @ 10 am. BMCSNJ members and guests will meet at the en-
trance. The museum is located in the middle of Philadelphia’s auto mall off I-95 South
near the airport. The directions and list of autos on display in unique diorama format
are shown at the website: www.SimeoneMuseum.org

You will get the feel of being in the pits at LeMans and Sebring, skidding through hair-
pins along the Mille Miglia and the Targa Florio. There are scenes from Watkins Glen,
Bonneville, and a dozen other venues with stories about winners and many of their ac-
tual cars. A recent acquisition and addition to the Bonneville Flats display is an omi-
nous black 1954 Austin Healey 100-4. Dr Simeone has recently added a NASCAR
section due to fan pressure.

A sample of the British marques include: Allard, Astin Martin, Austin Healey, Bentley
Jaguar, MG, and Vauxhall. Others marques include Alfa, Bugatti, BMW, Cunningham,
Ferrari, Maserati, and a real Cobra Daytona Coupe! This is truly a priceless collection!
Being a guided tour, space will be limited. Admission will be $15 per person

RSVP by Sunday, January 18" to John Heffron: jheff123@msn.com or leave a mes-
sage: 215 300 4023.

LIAISON—Joe Miller
609- 839-2473
j-miller273@verizon.net
or
Eric Sundberg
efsun@verizon.net

PLEASE SEND NEWSLETTER

CONTRIBUTIONS TO
TO THE EDITOR.

DISCLAIMER!!!
Readers are warned that any attempt at mechanical or other modifications described
herein is at their own risk. Good car mechanics results in pleasure; poor car mechan-
ics results in, at best, a personal rebuild. The opinions expressed in the articles of this
newsletter are not necessarily those of BMC, the editors or advertisers. The editors
take responsibility for any editorial mistakes or errors.




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Ed Wolff
The bride and | attended the Sarasota, Florida Christmas
parade in early December and, lo and behold, one of the
floats consisted of several LBC owners standing around a
nice Bugeye that was on the float and adorned with Christ-
mas decorations. Behind that in the parade came an as-
sortment of British cars including Healeys, Jaguars,
MGBs, Triumphs, and a Rolls Royce. I've never seen any-
thing quite like it in a Christmas parade, it was pretty inter-
esting. The club that | joined down here does this every
year in the parade with a different British theme each time.
Maybe an idea for the New Jersey Motorsports Track and

In other Florida news, a sad event has occurred in that |
have to report an unfortunate mishap involving my red
TVR 2500. | sold the car recently on E Bay to Hayes
Harris of Wirewheel Sportscars, a longtime TVR seller in
Florida. Payment was arranged, title transferred, and a
rather tatty 8 car open hauler showed up the night before
Thanksgiving at home in Westmont and ,after some prob-
lems, the TVR was finally loaded onto the 2nd level rear of
the carrier. Somewhere between Westmont and Vero
Beach, the car either fell off or was driven off the back of
the carrier ( the jury's still out) WITHOUT the help of
ramps. It now sports a 2 foot shorter body, piles of
crushed fiberglass, a punctured fuel tank, and stress
cracks in the fiberglass running all over the roof. Some-
how, the $1000 rear window survived even though it
popped out of the car. Hopefully it can be brought back to
life.

Some of our club members have been
doing some interesting things lately.
Jeff Brown, a TD owner, vintage racetr,
and longtime club member has a lot of
personal contacts with pro racing drivers
like Sam Posey, Paul Newman, and Stirling Moss. He
recently wrote and received a very nice return note from
Stirling Moss regarding the recent death of American rac-
ing legend Phil Hill. We also have 3 club members that
have formed a group named Tripod Racing. Myself, John
Porco (63 MGB ), and Larry Doll  ( 74 MGB ) campaign
3 very similarly equipped Datsun 510s in various vintage
races up and down the east coast. We are starting our
4th year of racing these cars and club members are al-
ways very welcome (sometimes you can be a big help!) to
stop by our pit area for a cold drink and some tire kicking.
Several members helped out at the Millville races when we
had to change a gearbox between races and it was really
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reorganization and planning meeting in November with
about 15 members in attendance. Make sure you check
out the tentative events schedule for 2009 in this newslet-
ter, lots of great new ideas from the meeting resulted in
some interesting events like a club visit in January to the
new world-class racing museum out by the Philadelphia
Airport curated by our own Kevin Kelly, | might add. We
are also planning a day racing go karts at the new Millville
track complete with a classroom chalk talk, 3 practice ses-
sions and a race finale ( we'll need 12 drivers who like to

VINTAGE RACER GROUP

drive reasonably fast 3 inches off the ground!), a South Jer-
sey winery tour, at least 4 dinner meetings, a covered
bridge tour, and of course our usual list of club member
sponsored events hosted by Jack Kontes, Pete Cosmides,
Rob Walsh, Ted Lane, and Bill Carroll. We also continued
to stress that we really do need some new blood on the
board of directors, some of us have been on the board for
a very long time and while it's an enjoyable job, we don't
want things to get stale and boring. Come out to meetings,
get involved, bring up an idea for an event, volunteer,
whatever, but we need you to join us and make the club a
better venue for enjoying these cars. Kudos go out to Joe
Marchione, our new assistant editor who is putting this
entire newsletter together himself as our editor Pete Bahr
is off gallivanting somewhere around the world again.
Nice job, Joe, it looks good!
See you on the road, Ed

THE EDITOR WRITES
Pete Bahr

The Club has achieved a major milestone with this issue !
| want to welcome Joe Marchione as the new Associate
Editor. He has taken his new responsibilities to heart, and
is responsible for putting this entire issue together - he's
done ALL THE WORK. I'll be in the Caribbean when this
issue is sent to the printer and distributed, leaving on Dec
18, so Joe will not have me as back-up. He's done a cou-
ple of draft copies of prior issues, and preliminary draft of
this issue that I've reviewed. As | write this on Dec 5, he
still has lots of cleanup work to do, and is waiting for some
of the standard feature inputs. If you like this issue, please
communicate a "well done" to Joe and myself. If you don't
like it, it's Joe's fault ! 1 |

MEMBERSHIP NOTES
Bill Carroll

Welcome back:
Gabe DeTolla - Mulica Hill, NJ - 1972 Triumph TR-6

As of Dec. 9 there were 171 members

@

Christopher’s Complete Car Service

We Service & Repair All Cars
PARTS AVAILABLE

(609) 399-2824
633 HAVEN AVE.
OCEAN CITY, N.J. 08226

CHRIS ROBERTS
PRESIDENT




MEETING MINUTES time. The Blind Rally that was unfortunately postponed this

. - th autumn due to the sudden death of one of our contacts will
The annual BMC planning meeting - November 18 be reorganized in 2009.

By Chris Bethmann As always, recommendations for other events can be for
warded to any member of the board for consideration. Vol-
unteers to help with event planning and organization are
always appreciated. Keep an eye on the Calendar of
Events in coming newsletters, and come on out whenever
you can.

Bucks County Covered Bridge Tour

Below are some pictures from a November run in Bucks
County sponsored by the Bentley Club and Ragtops and
Roadsters. As you can see there were many other Brit cars
there then Bentleys. It was a beautiful day and a great run
through 7 covered bridges and wonderful countryside. Yep,
the MG P series ran the whole 40 mile course and it was

AR evler e ,
Bob Coles, Bill Carroll, Jim Tornetta, and Tom Evan s
among other members

The annual BMC planning meeting was held on November
18". There was discussion of the future make up of the
board of directors and club leadership. Ed Wolff will be
moving to Pennsylvania in the coming year and feels the
club president should remain a South Jersey resident.
While no changes have been proposed as yet, Ed is hope-
ful that some new volunteers will come forward to ensure
the viability and continued success of BMCSNJ. Ed went B
on to thank several hard working board members, officers, |
and club members including Bill Carroll, Pete Bahr, Rob
Walsh, Jim Tornetta and Tom Evans.

The rest of the meeting centered around proposed events
and ideas. The suggestions included a covered bridge
tour, annual Pumpkin Run junk yard show, and a tour of
the Simeone Foundation Car Museum in Philadelphia
hosted by BMC founder and Simeone collection curator
Kevin Kelly. The club will explore rental of the Englishtown
raceway for a BMC track day, and trip to the Millville go
cart track at Thunderbolt Raceway. A wine tasting party
was proposed with a visit to Valezano Winery in Shamong.
Quarterly dinner meetings are proposed, with two each in
the north and south at Whelihans and Bennigans since
they proved so popular this year.

The club will take in several cruises during the summer
season, with Crispin Square, Evergreen Dairy Bar, Wood-
bury, Fudruckers in Williamstown, and the Silver Diner in
Hammonton mentioned as possible venues. A revived
BMC car show with trophies will be explored, as will the
possibility of a poker run. Small tech sessions and garage
tours were recommended as a way to help out fellow club
members or just gather and kick a few tires from time to

e .,; = - “‘ I\
Chris Bethman, Jim Tornetta and Ed Wolff
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Just for grins, Jim Clark attempting flight in a 60 's era Lotus




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The information shown below is the most complete available as this newsletter is printed, and will be entered as space allows.
Please submit non-BMC event listings to Alan Vitt, 609 654-8012, uncleal260@verizon.net.
Ed Wolff is keeper of BMC event schedules, so if you have any inputs on that topic, contact Ed — Lotus7ed@comcast.net.
Priority will be given to British Car events which do not conflict with events sponsored by BMC or neighboring clubs.

MONTH | DATE BMC EVENT LOCATION POINT OF
CONTACT
JAN Sat. 24th. | SIMEONE FOUNDATION MUSEUM TOUR | Simeone Museum 6825-31 John Heffron:
Norwitch Dr. Phila. Pa. jheff123@msn.com or
Middle of Philadelphia’s auto |leave a message: 215
mall off 1-95 South near the 300 4023
airport.
Directions at:
www.SimeoneMuseum.org
FEB Sat. 21 Annual Tech Session 11AM at Pete Motorcar Garage Pete Cosmides
Cosmides' Motorcar Garage 42 North Pine Street 856-667-6657
Maple Shade, NJ 08052
FEB Feb 10 7PM member's meeting PJ Whelinhan's Restaurant in
Medford Lakes.
MARCH |Sat.14 10AM, Ted Lane's Chili fest Ted's Garage, Newfield
OTHER INTERESTING EVENTS
MONTH DATE EVENT LOCATION POINT OF
CONTACT
FEB/ Feb. 26th— | Atlantic City Classic Car Auction and Show | Atlantic City Convention Hall,
MARCH | March 1st. Atlantic City, NJ
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The BMC web site is courtesy of Bob Savar. Its easy to use, and easy on the eyes as members continue
m to post photos of their cars, events, pets, etc. Check it out and get to know your fellow club members and

today?
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Find copies of prior Newsletters on the site !
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a their cars. You can even add your own section. Just log on and follow the simple instructions. If you have
any problems give Bob a call or email him and he is always glad to help. Why don’t you take a test drive
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Brits By The Bay continued from Pg.1
The only awards seemed to be to the club with the largest
number of attendees. Naturally BMCSNJ did not receive
this award!
There was a live band performing all-British Isle music.
They were very good if a bit loud at times. Also, the food
and facilities were excellent.
We did have some representation there, however: Joe
Marchione’s beautiful Lotus Elite was there (sans Joe) with
2 “sisterships” no less. Dave Hutchinson brought the Lotus
to the show on behalf of Ragtops & Roadsters of Perkasie,
PA. Rob Brownlee-Tomasso was there with his handsome

Fred Schuchard’s “Moggie” Morgan Plus 8

Triumph GT6. Also in his party was his lovely wife plus his
mother and stepfather. And last but not least. | was there
with my '71 Moggie.

Three Elites at one show? Brits By The Bay - Wow !

A nice gathering of British Car types and highly recom-
mended for those of you looking for one more event before
the snow flies!

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso kickin’ back with his family
and GT-6

FRANKENSTEIN MINI
By Lee Shepherd

| always used to enjoy
reading my British Mo-

tor Club newsletter,
and since | just re-
joined the club, I

thought | would lend a
hand by writing an arti-
cle. My name is Lee
Shepherd, |1 moved
here from England in
2000. Some of you
may already know me, | brought a British ish made white

1970 Ford Capri along to the Ice Cream Social once, this

car made the journey across the Atlantic with me. Between

my wife and I, we also have another Capri, this one being

a yellow 1973 and made in Germany, and two Merkur

XRATis. For this years Ice Cream Social though, it was

time to bring out the monster — FRANKENSTEIN! | call it

Frankenstein because there are so many different parts of

cars in it, so let me go into more detail.

Frankenstein is a 1964 Morris Mini Cooper that | brought
over last year. The car actually
belonged to my brother, he had
spent a lot of time, money and
effort fixing it up, he owned the
car since the early 1990s. Any-
one that knows about Minis will
tell you a 1964 car should not
have wind up windows and hid-
den door hinges like Franken-
stein. What happened is that his
car was so badly rusted, it
needed a ton of bodywork, and
as anyone will tell you this costs
money. He managed to source a
good bodyshell from a later Mini,
post-76 as you can tell by the
two large bolts holding the front

subframe on. To this, he fitted all the mechanicals from the
1964 Mini, as well as the electrics including a brand new
wiring loom (more of this later). The car was originally
black, my brother and a friend carefully masked off the
roof, and painted it a checkered pattern like the Scalextrix
slot car Minis that we used to play with as kids. Prior to my
Capri ownership, my first car was a 1969 Austin Mini Coo-
per that sadly got stolen from a high rise parking garage. |
had just spent a small fortune getting a genuine 1275cc
Cooper S A-series engine machined, but luckily | hadn’t
managed to install it in my Mini before it got stolen. My
brother bought this engine from me, and put it in his Mini.
Fast forward to last year, | was over in London visiting fam-
ily and friends. | wanted to bring a Mini back with me, but |
was having difficulty finding a good one. | did eventually
buy one on eBay, and even got as far as to paying the
seller in cash, and making arrangements to have it
shipped. However, when the owner started it up for one
last drive, the engine seized on it, so he gave me my
money back. Continued on pg.10
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The Lotus Elite: Innovative Engineering or

CHAPMAN’'S MONSTER
By Joe Marchione

The Lotus Elite was the culmination of ideas and observa-
tions by Lotus founder, Colin Chapman. But, why Chap-
man’s monster? The early Elite, in my opinion, is one of
the most elegant and nimble sports cars of its era, al-
though it IS a LOTUS (Lots Of Trouble Usually Serious).
OK, maybe not a monster but certainly a weird collection
of parts. The Elite is a one-of-a-kind design having no
metal under-frame but instead conceived and manufac-
tured as an all fiberglass mono coupe. This approach was
inspired by Chapman’s unending, and sometimes detri-
mental quest for eliminating weight. One of the Lotus team
drivers was quoted as saying, “Chapman’s idea of the per-
fect racing machine was one that would cross the finish
line and then immediately fall to pieces”. The reality was
that many did before the flag fell. Chapman originally con-
ceived an aluminum mono coupe but was intrigued by the
little fiberglass Berkely he saw at the London Earls Court
auto show. He set his chief engineer Ron Hickman to the
task of developing the structure for an all fiberglass mono
coupe and contracted Maximar boat builders to produce
the molds and shells. | was most fortunate to meet three of
the Elites original designers at the fiftieth anniversary gath-
ering at Silverstone in the UK. Ron Hickman told me that
Chapman initially fought them about including interior pan-
els, headliner, engine bay and boot panels, and even ar-
gued about internal structural box members and fiberglass
thickness, all in his maniacal obsession to reduce weight.
Of course in this case Chapman’s arguments were imprac-
tical and Hickman and his team were given the go. It's
hard to imagine how the Elite would have turned out (or
held together) had Chapman had his way. As it was, it was
common for racing Elites to have their rear struts crack
through the fiberglass towers that were to secure them.
Cracking the differential mounting box was also common,
even though it was heavily reinforced. My own Elite,
#1096, suffered both these failings in its past racing ca-
reer. These types of problems were not shared by all fiber-
glass cars. | once owned an Elva Courier 1V, much like the
car now owned by club member Skip Lustig. Elvas were
also manufactured of fiberglass, but the Elva is a fiber-
glass shell bonded to a steel frame so it does

not have the same failings as the Elite, although it is much

heavier. So again, why Chapman’s monster? Colin Chap-

man wasn’t only interested in saving weight, he was inter-

ested in saving money. Cheap!! All Elite interiors were

originally painted a kind of bat-

tleship grey, and only grey.

Why? Because Colin got a

great deal on grey paint. All

Elite rugs were, what else .....

grey. Again, a great deal Chap-

man couldn’t refuse. The leath-

erette side panels and seats

were offered in black or red but

everything else, with the excep-

tion of the black dash, was

grey.

Peter Cambridge is one of the

other Elite designers | met at Silverstone. He had been in

charge of the Elite’s interior design among other things.

During my Elite’s restoration | had tried to locate an origi-

nal interior light. 1096 is a very early series 1 and was

equipped with an interior light of unknown origin, impossi-
ble to identify even by the most
knowledgeable Lotus guys on
both sides of the Atlantic.
| had the remnants of a rusted
chromed bezel that had been
on the car when | found it but
no lens. So | imagined that if
anyone knew where this thing
came from, it would be Peter

Cambridge. When | asked him he thought for a minute and

then said, “You would have to ask our parts procurement

man, who's no longer with us. We would draw something

up and then Chapman would tell him to find something

similar in the parts books”. Most likely, something cheap.

So the Elite is a collection of borrowed parts from other

British cars of the era. The most obvious is in the electrical

department. Almost everything was a Lucas existing prod-

uct (excluding that darn light). The

headlights were a standard for

MGA, Morgan, and many others.

The bullet shaped taillights were

used on the MG Magnette. All

gauges were Smiths and controls

were also Lucas, although finding a

horn / flash switch would be a diffi-

cult task. It's from a Rolls Royce and the license plate

lights were used in BMC glove boxes. The interior door

handles were borrowed from a Hillman Minx and the but-

ton type exterior handles were from a Commer Cob Van of

all things. Not very elegant there. The Series 1 transmis-

sion was comprised of MGA gears in a Magnette case (?)

and the differential gears are AH Sprite Mk | in a Lotus

housing — at least that is what it says on the casting. The

steering rack is actually from a Triumph but cut down to fit

the width of the Elite. By the way, that interior light bezel

along with a broken original lenses sent to me by a fellow

Club Elite member, was sent down to KIP Motors in Texas,

a business that specializes in hard to find British parts.

Continued on page 10




S P’
) A A
free ads for members
British car related iterns only

PICK OF THE MONTH

1980 MGB cosmetically restored 4 years ago, Porsche yellow, now the paint's peeling, no seats, needs a starter so it
doesn't run either. nice body $600 North Jersey. No one in the club has any financial interest
contact Ed Wolff
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free ads for members
British car related iterns only

EVEN MORE FOR SALE !l —Continued from previous page
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“Lotus Elite” Continued from pg. 7

They actually manufactured a new light (1) pretty much
without me or even the restoration shop Ragtops and
Roadsters knowing. KIP Motors’ best guess was that the
light belonged in a UK Caravan — a travel trailer! Again,
elegant? Not very.

The Frankenstein Mini continued from pg.6

| was keeping my brother informed of my Mini endeavors,
and then one day we started talking about his Mini. He told
me he had only driven it five times last year, and most of
the time it sat in the garage, plus he was also working on
restoring a Mini pick-up. We talked about the possibility of
selling it, and he said the engine (genuine Cooper S re-
member) would be worth a lot of money on it's own. So we
worked out a deal for the Mini without it's hot motor, in-
stead we sourced and fitted a 998cc A+ engine and gear-
box from a later Mini. | had to fly back here after my vaca-
tion ended, but my brother worked at getting the car run-
ning, and once he had done so, | contacted my shipping
agent and got it shipped over. It was summer last year
when it arrived in Newark. We hooked a U-Haul tow dolly
up to the back of our old 1987 Dodge Ramcharger, and
went to pick it up. The journey was pretty uneventful, ex-
cept there was a huge accident on the turnpike coming
back, two tractor trailers were on fire on the northbound
side. So with the Mini now in my back yard, | could sort out

some of the little problems it had, but little was | to know |
was about to make things worse. My brother had made a
dashboard out of an old street sign and installed the
gauges from a Triumph in it, the switches were also
mounted to this dashboard. | was trying to investigate why
the indicators weren’'t working, so | unscrewed the dash to
get to the wires behind, and got out of the car to look at the
lights. When | walked back to the door, there was smoke
pouring out from behind the dash, and pretty soon the
whole car was full. I quickly ran around to the boot and
disconnected the battery earth wire, which was starting to
warm up. | then ran in the house to get a fire extinguisher,
but thankfully the smoke was dying down by now. What
had happened was that where | had moved the dashboard,
the connector on the back of the ignition switch had
grounded out on the metal dash support, causing a short
circuit. Since this wire isn’'t fused in any way, the wires just
kept heating up until I removed the earth wire. Had | not
done this, the sound proofing behind the dash could and
probably would have caught fire. So now, | had a Mini with
a totally burnt out wiring loom. In fact, the only part of it
that | could use was a foot long section that connected the
alternator to the starter motor positive terminal. | looked
around at wiring looms, but they were upwards of $300,
and | couldn’t find any Mini specialists that had a good
used one. Since | worked for a company wiring up Police
cars every day, | used a light bar wiring harness from a
Ford Crown Victoria Police car. This is a harness of some
twenty feet of nice, thick wire. When you think about it,
once you have power inside the car, what really needs to
go through the firewall? Starter solenoid; ignition coil; igni-
tion switched live through the red warning light to the alter-
nator; side lights; headlamp low beam; headlamp full
beam; left indicator; right indicator; temperature gauge; oil
warning light; and horn - 11 wires. OK, so | left out the
wiper motor and washer pump, but
these | ran with a separate five wire
harness on the other side of the
dashboard. It's pretty easy because
of how simple a Mini is, but then
most old cars would have a similar
amount of wires. | was unable to
get anything like a match on the
standard wiring colors, so | had two keep a chart of which
color wire did what. | mounted an eight way fuse box inside
the car, this being of a more modern design using blade
type fuses, | modified it so it was more like two four way
fuse boxes. The top four fuses are supplied from the
starter by a piece of eight gauge wire running through a 50
amp circuit breaker mounted inside the engine bay. Then
another piece of wire goes to the igni-
tion switch, and back to the bottom
four fuses, giving me four perma-
nently live, four switched by the igni-
tion. It was a lot of wiring, but finally
the day came and | was able to turn
the key, and Frankenstein came alive
again. Let me tell you, through all the thick new wire | ran
through the car, those Lucas sealed beam headlamps
have never looked brighter. Because the car had such an
early wiring harness, it was meant to have a floor head-
lamp dip switch,
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Mini continued from pg.10

my brother had put in a
toggle switch on the dash
instead. | managed to
find a tiny toggle switch,
small enough to mount
on the steering column
shroud, and used this
through a relay to dip the
headlamps. As well as an
early wiring loom, the car
also had a Mkl steering
column, complete with the indicator stalk with the little
green lamp flashing at the end. eBay can be addictive
sometimes, | bid on and won a Mk2 indicator stalk with the
built in horn push, but when 1 tried to fit it found it wouldn’t
fit a Mkl column. So instead, | used the center horn push
on the Mountney steering wheel that was fitted. Having no
rearview mirror was a problem, and since the car had a
dark blue headlining that my mom had hand-made, | could-
n't see where the factory mirror holes were. A Ford Focus
in a junkyard provided the solution here, | was able to glue
the metal button onto the windshield, and mount the mirror
this way. The dashboard my brother made was nice, but |
missed the old look of the center mounted speedometer
cluster, and so bought one of these from eBay UK. When it
arrived, the oil and water gauges didn't look that good, but
| carefully took them apart and gave them a good cleaning.
When it had the souped up engine in it, my brother ran the
car with a huge Weber carburetor, and he had cut the fire-
wall and welded in an airbox.
Since this was now in the
way of the center mounted
speedo, | had to cut this out
and have a friend weld in a
piece of steel. Once again,
the dashboard was taken
apart, and | did some re-
wiring to suit the new instru-
ment cluster.
Apart from that, the car hasn't needed that much work. It
did have a problem running rough, but | managed to fix this
by rebuilding the carb (an HIF38 SU), and resetting the
ignition timing. | took the distributor out and gave it a slight
rebuild, just a general cleaning and checking everything
was alright, before fitting new points and condenser. Now |
just need to get a padded dash rail from somewhere, and |
can put the interior back to some state of normality. Then it
might be time for a paint job, and maybe a bigger engine.
FRANKENSTEIN IS ALIVE!

RAN WHEN PARKED

Submitted by Pete Wilson and Joe Marchione
Pair of '65 Alpines in New Gretna. Could be yours for a
six-pack.

Sad to see these lovely little Alpines in such sorry shape

Even once proud Lotus Elites can be abandoned. Don’t
know where this is but it's a very early series I. It has the
earliest shock tower arangement I've seen other then the

prototypes. Worth savin” !
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Just when | thought | was finished with this issue Pete informed me that it must always be an even number of pages, so
rather then take out what I've already included I've decided to add some cool old British cars Ads you might remember.
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LUCAS LORE

BMC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name Date
Address Spouse
City e-mail:

(if none, check here )
State Zip Code Daytime Phone

Home Phone
YOUR BRITISH MOTOR VEHICLES:
Car #1 Year Make Model Mail completed applications with
Car #2 Year Make Model $15.00 check made payable to “BMC
Car#3 Year Make Model of SJ”.
Send to:
BMCSNJ
DO YOU WISH TO HAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER DELIVERED VIA: C/0O Bill Carroll
N . 14 Lenore Court
EAMIL (2 Mb *.pdf file) US POSTAL MAIL Hammonton, NJ 08037

THIS APPLICATION IS FOR:
NEW

RENEWAL

INFORMATION CHANGE
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British Motor Club of Southern New Jersey
14 Lenore Court
Hammonton, NJ 08037

The BMCSNJ Web Site can be found at
WWW.BMCSNJ.ORG
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Member
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