
 

  

 

COVERED BRIDGE TOUR  
A BLAST !  

 Above is a photo taken at Bowman's Hill Tower 
parking lot on Saturday, Sept. 26, on the 10-car 
Covered Bridge Tour in Bucks County, set up by 
Ed Wolff.  Only 8 cars are pictured--two were still 
coming up the hill.  It was a perfect tour day: 
not hot, lots of looking at how the other half lives 
out in the rolling country-side (although we saw a 
lot of "For Sale" signs), and a good number of 
covered bridges. - Margo Foster  

  Ed's com-
ments: "Just a 
quick note, the 
C o v e r e d 
Bridge Tour 
went very well 
y e s t e r d a y , 
nice weather, 

a 10 car turnout with only 1 breakdown.  It ended 
with a nice lunch near New Hope and everyone 
meandered home after that. One side benefit was 
the National TVR Meet car show (at Washing-
ton's Crossing) that some of us checked out after 
the tour."  (Lunch at Giuseppe's Pizza.) 
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DISCLAIMER!!!  
Readers are warned that any attempt at mechanical or other modifications described 
herein is at their own risk.  Good car mechanics results in pleasure; poor car mechan-
ics results in, at best, a personal rebuild.  The opinions expressed in the articles of this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of BMC, the editors or advertisers.  The editors 
take responsibility for any editorial mistakes or errors. 

“Offside/Nearside ” is the bi-monthly newsletter of the British Motor Club of Southern 
New Jersey (BMC), which was founded in 1992 to encourage the ownership, operation 
and preservation of British cars.  
Membership is open to all individuals with an interest in British cars.  The dues of   
$15.00 per year, includes a subscription to “Offside/Nearside”.  BMC is affiliated with 
the following organizations: MG Owners Club (MGOC); North American MGB Register 
(NAMGBR); North American MGA Register (NAMGAR); Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR);  Triumph Register of America (TRA). 
 
BMC Meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each month, but loca-
tions vary.  Current schedule can be seen in the “Calendar of Events”. 

 

The official BMCSNJ website can be accessed at  
WWW.BMCSNJ.ORG 

 

PRESIDENT / DIRECTOR 
 

Ed Wolff   856- 858-8291 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
OFF SIDE / NEAR SIDE is YOUR Newsletter . 
The Editors are always looking for new  material.  Please submit British car re-
lated copy (or personal experiences in your LBC for  us to use in one of our six 
annual Newsletters.   Copy should be forwarded to t he Editors by the 12th of the 
month preceding publication.  We publish in Jan, Ma rch, May, July, Sept and 
Nov. 

 

SUPPORT STAFF  
 

NON BMC EVENT LISTINGS -  
Pete Bahr 
 
MEMBERSHIP and  
TREASURER - Bill Carroll 
14 Lenore Court 
Hammonton, NJ 08037 
609- 567-2676 
my1971mgb@comcast.net 
 

SECRETARY- Tom Evans 
177 Grant Ave. 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
609- 923-9298 
tricars@verizon.net 
 

EDITOR  -  Pete Bahr 
405 Pleasant Valley Ave 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
856- 235-9148 
peteb01@comcast.net 
 

ASSOC. EDITOR - Joe 
Marchione,  
921 Shelburne Ave. 
Absecon, NJ 08201 
609-272-9743 
mccjoemarchione@aol.com 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
LIAISON—Joe Miller 
609- 839-2473  
j.miller273@verizon.net 

or 
Eric Sundberg    
efsun@verizon.net 
 

PLEASE SEND NEWSLETTER  
CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
TO THE EDITOR. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Chris Bethmann 609-296-7219 
 

Jim Tornetta       609- 893-5701 
 

Ed Gaubert        856- 751-7773 
 

Ted Lane          856-691-6631 
 

Bob Savar          856- 275-4880 
 

Bill Carroll         609- 567-2676 

Sue Salburg and Dave Aaron’s #38 Jag at speed roaring up a recent hill 

For those of you who have never had the pleasure of owning a British car, but want 
to know what it's like: Next big rainstorm, wait till dark, roll down all windows, leave 
off lights & heater & wipers and go for a drive. Stop at every intersection and throw 
out a twenty dollar bill. It's not exactly the same, but it's real close.                    - 
Courtesy of Mike Nash, Triumph Club 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Ed Wolff 

 
So we've been in this house here in Westmont since 1984 
and the garages and basement seemed to continually col-
lect cars, parts, and tools the whole 25 years until about a 
year ago when we decided to move to Pennsylvania.  
About 6 months ago, I spent a couple months "staging" the 
house for the impending sales attempt and sold or tossed 
what I thought was tons of stuff figuring that when the 
house sold packing up would be a breeze. Man, was I 
wrong.  We've been packing boxes every day for about 6 
weeks now, my storage building is full, we've had two yard 
sales, the scrap metal guy loves me, and we had to rent 
another 1000 square foot building in Pennsylvania for the 
cars and furniture since we haven't found a new house yet. 
I think the lesson here is either accumulate everything you 
want but don't ever move or just keep things simple with 1 
LBC and the necessary tools 
and spares and nothing else 
but most of us don't pay atten-
tion to that, we just keep add-
ing to the pile. The end is in 
sight though, I think 2 more 
days should do it. I'll be a 
happy camper! 

 On the club side, we've had a couple nice fall drives lately, 
one through Bucks County and one through South Jersey 
with nice turnouts of members and cars.  The New Jersey 
Motorsports Show sponsored by Ted Lane turned out well 
with about 40 cars participating, unfortunately I wasn't one 
of them, I missed a great day. 

 We have our annual reorganization and planning meeting 
coming up in November at the Palace Diner on the Berlin 
Circle where we discuss this year's events and plan for 
next year and we really need you to come out, have a bite, 
socialize, and pitch in with ideas and suggestions for the 
club direction in 2010.  We have a good core group of 
events that have become annual affairs put on by some 
hard working members but we're always looking for new 
ideas and gatherings.  I couldn't get the wine tour together 
this season with all the moving craziness but I'll definitely 
have it on for 2010. Come on out and speak up, we need a 
few new ideas and we have plenty of very willing volun-
teers to make them happen!                                                
                            See you on the road,                               
                                                                Ed 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
THE (visiting) EDITOR WRITES  

Joe Marchione 
This has been a busy and fun filled couple of months for 
many of our members as you can see by the number of 
events featured in this issue. Besides the Millville races 
and Covered Bridge tour, the club just finished a great 
road trip which is featured in this issue. Pat and I just re-
turned from Hershey where we showed the Elite at the 
AACA meet. I strongly urge members to try and attend 
this great event next year. The number of stunning vehi-
cles from all eras is almost impossible to take in and the 
vendor tents span acres of parking lots. A real fun time 
for anyone interested in vintage cars. 
I’m trying out a new feature as an experiment. I have up-
loaded a couple of video pieces to YouTube and anyone 
interested can go to the internet site “YouTube.com”  and 
search keyword “BMCSNJ” which will bring up the videos 
I’ve posted. One is a short segment of a race at Millville 
and the other is a drive in the Lotus. If this works I can 
take some real videos at some of our meets and post 
them. Just an idea. It’s been fun hosting another newslet-
ter and I want to thank everyone for their contributions. I 
hope Pete and you all find it interesting.   

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
Bill Carroll 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:   

Jerry Altman, Voorhees, NJ  
- 1959 Triumph TR-3  
Alan Thomas, Barnegat Light, NJ  
- 1961 Morgan +4  
Ian Robinson, Barnegat, NJ  
- 1953 MGTD  
Member count:  Oct 8, 2009:  164 members 

SECRETARY’S SATCHEL  
 

Tom Evans 
�

        The late summer and fall have proven to be quite an  
active car time this year. The covered bridge tour of 
Bucks County, PA, on September 26th was attended by a 
few British cars and two German cars. Apparently the Brit-
ish cousins were having their difficulties and so as to not 
miss attending the event those brave members decided it 
was better to “suffer” with another brand.  The air was 
cool and the sky clear, some ran open and bundled up; 
others ran with the hood up. Thank you to Ed Wolf for or-
ganizing the tour and his substitute “nag-a-gator” Dave. 
(Dave’s words) The BMCSNJ big show in Millville, under 
the direction of Ted Lane, was held at the New Jersey 
Motorsport Park on the rain date of October 4th because 
of the threatening weather predicted for Saturday the 3rd. 
The show was well attended ����� ����	�� 
�����
� ������
�
expressed their sadness that they had other commitments 
for Sunday and would have attended had it been   
     Continued on pg. 4 
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on Saturday. See the event photos and story in this issue of 
Off Side/Near Side. A highlight for us was the invitation by 
NJMP to anyone wishing to drive the Thunderbolt track dur-
ing lunch for a small fee. Harry Stridick and I took a ride in 
his TR6 around the track; a real thrill! It is great having a 
race track of this caliber so close to us and see the return of 
road course racing to South Jersey. Remember to patronize 
the events at the track so it will 
remain for us to enjoy, a com-
mercial venture only works if it 
makes money and the specta-
tors and racers are the key. 
The Fall South Jersey Tour 
organized by Bill Carroll was conducted on Saturday Octo-
ber 10th, see the photos in this issue. Our last scheduled 
event for this year is our annual reorganization meeting on 
Wednesday Nov 18th 7 PM at the Palace Diner on the Berlin 
circle intersection). We all need to come prepared to volun-
teer for the coming year and provide support to those who 
have stepped up to lead. Ed and Susan Wolf are moving to 
Bucks County PA and we need a new Club President to 
lead. Please consider helping out with events and leader-
ship.�
�������������	�

 
Fall South Jersey Tour  
October 10, 2009   
by Bill Carroll 
Saturday October 10 was overcast and 60 degrees F with 
a small threat of showers.  9:30 AM at Peter’s Diner in Wil-
liamstown eight (8) British cars and a BMW met for the 
annual Tour of South Jersey.  At 10:15AM with the tops 
down, the group traversed 75 miles of secondary roads in 
Gloucester, Atlantic, Salem and Cumberland Counties.  
There was some 
spritzing but no rain 
that required the tops 
to be put up. 

  The only incident was 
a missed turn by Tour 
leader Bill Carroll in 
Shell Pile, NJ where 
Cty. Rt. 649 was 
blocked due to con-
struction.  A quick reverse and detour around the work site, 
another 15 minutes of driving and 7 of the 9 cars pulled 
into the Maurice River Diner at 12:10PM.  Rob Walsh 
(Land Rover) and Bob Linn (BMW) had become separated 
from the group enroute but hooked up at the diner through 

the miracle of GPS 
g u i d a n c e .            
Sue Salburg and 
Dave Aaron, in the 
Old Cat Jaguar, 
met the group at 
the diner for lunch.                        
 
 
 
 

 
Everyone went their separate ways after lunch and a good 
time was had by all. 

At Peter’s Diner: L to R – Roy Sperbeck’s MGA, Stuart 
Honick’s TR-6, Kevin Kelly’s Triumph, the Poset’s Jaguar, 
Frank Coccliolone’s MGA, Bill Carroll’s MGB, Trip Arnold’s 
MGB.  Not pictured: Rob Walsh’s Land Rover and Bob Linn’s 
BMW.   

Tour of South Jersey participants @ Maurice River Diner – L to 
R:  Bob Linn, Stuart Honick & navigator/son,  Joanne & Steve 
Poset, Georgia (behind Steve) and Trip Arnold, Rob Walsh, 
Frank Cocciolone, Roy Sperbeck and kneeling/sitting Kevin 
Kelly & navigator/daughter.  

Trip and Georgia Arnold putting the top up on their red 
MGB  
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· The information shown below is the most complete available as this newsletter is printed, and will be entered as space allows.   
· Please submit non-BMC event listings to Alan Vitt, 609  654-8012, uncleal260@verizon.net. 
· Ed Wolff is keeper of BMC event schedules, so if you have any inputs on that topic, contact Ed — Lotus7ed@comcast.net. 
· Priority will be given to British Car events which do not conflict with events sponsored by BMC or neighboring clubs. 

Nov. 
2009 

7th. ����������	�
��
�
�����   CAR SHOW-
SHOW CARS & TRUCKS 
ANTIQUES.CLASSICS 

Fleming's Auto Parts 353 Zion Rd 
Egg Harbor Twp NJ 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

HARRY  (609) 927-9541 
BARBARA (609) 381-7686  

May 
2010 

21st. 22nd. 
23rd. 

Local Veterans Group dedicated to  
raising money and awareness for our 
wounded Veterans. 

TBA—Event still under con-
sideration 

Ted Lane 

Nov. 
2009 

18th. Annual reorganization meeting  Palace Diner on the Berlin 
circle intersection  

 

The BMC web site is courtesy of Bob Savar.  Its easy to use, and easy on the eyes as members 
continue to post photos of their cars, events, pets, etc.  Check it out and get to know your fellow 
club members and their cars.  You can even add your own section.  Just log on and follow the 
simple instructions.  If you have any problems give Bob a call or email him and he is always glad to 
help.  Why don’t you take a test drive today? 

Find copies of prior Newsletters on the site !  

				

������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� 				

BMC 
WEB 
SITE 

Two beautifully restored classics shown at Hershey AACA. A 1939 AC on the 
left and a 1939 Jag on the right. 

Another beauty at Hershey, a 1914 Mercer and of course it wouldn’t be a Joe 
Marchione newsletter without the Lotus. Pat and I won a first junior. 
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 Rob Walsh 
 MG's of Baltimore - MG's on the Rocks 30th annual show served as the Mid-Atlantic Regional NAMGBR gathering. 
 300 plus cars attended with about half dozen BMC members present. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MG's of Baltimore - MG's on the Rocks 30th annual s how  

Jim Rago, Joe Miller's  
63+66 Austin Healey 3000 

Michael Lewis 
  74 Jensen Interceptor III 

Jim Wines 71 MGB 

Eric Sundberg’s 1957 MGA Project 

 One of our members, Eric Sundberg, started a restoration project a little over two years ago on a ‘57 MGA 
and below are  some of his progress shots. As you can see it’s a real ground up attempt and I give a lot of 
credit to anyone who attempts these projects. He is currently working on putting on the suspension compo-
nents but ran into the inevitable snag of old rusted and unforgiving parts. Fortunately Eric just found (and 
won!) all the front end parts he needs on an Ebay auction. Next?  Good luck Eric. You’ll need it ! HA ! 

Eric’s MGA stripped and ready for body 
removal in Eric’s shop. 

Big moment. Eric mans the come-a-
long while his son Kris and Joe 

Marchione steady the body. 

Frame finally revealed. Now the fun 
really begins! 

Eric imagines what it will be like when she’s 
back together, all sorted, roaring down the 

road with Meg beside, wind rushing. Or 
maybe he’s thinking, what the heck have I 

gotten myself into! 

Eric removed all rust and welded on 
steel patches where necessary. 

Nice job. Now the easy part. Sort-
ing, cleaning ,assembling and 

mounting the suspension. 

Back from sand blasting in the back of 
Eric’s pick-up.  
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Beautiful Day At The Races. BMCSNJ at Millville  

First Place: Joe Miller Second Place: Fred Schuchard Third Place:Ron Rolston 

Sunday was a beautiful day, warm, nice breeze, and we had 39 cars registered, plus, another few Cobras and late com-
ers that joined us. Michelle form the New Jersey Motorsport Park and staff were very supportive, helpful and courteous 
all weekend.—Ted Lane 
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Book Review by Baird Foster, 
Contributing Editor 
 
 Earning the American Dream   
  by Gordon Whitby 
  ISBN 978-1-4276-4036-9 
  Softbound, 348 pp, 8½” x 11” 
 
  

 How could the world’s fourth-largest automobile maker in 
the 1950s, British Motor Corporation, fail to become a major 
part of the “foreign car invasion” in America in the decades 
beginning in the 1960s?  The answer lies in the autobiogra-
phy of a man who truly earned the “American dream.”  [See 
“About the Author” elsewhere in this issue.] 
 
 Fortunately for British car enthusiasts, especially Austin-
Healey and MG aficionados, some of author Gordon 
Whitby’s career was spent working for the British Motor 
Corporation in southern California.  As a result, he can 
chronicle his hands-on experiences with British cars at the 
car preparation level for road racing and speed and endur-
ance record setting by Austin-Healeys and MGs at the Bon-
neville Salt Flats in 1956, 1957, and 1959. 
 With outstanding recall and detail, he relates his role with 
Donald Healey, BMC Works 
drivers Phil Hill, Ken Miles, 
Roy Jackson-Moore, Stirling 
Moss (now Sir), and Carroll 
Shelby.  Whitby includes 
many color photos, includ-
ing some candid shots 
never before published. 
 Woven throughout the rac-
ing and car preparation ex-
ploits is a growing thread of 
the decline of British car 
imports to America and the reasons for that decline.  Nearly 
constant feedback from Whitby to Syd Enever, chief engi-
neer and designer for MG, about the market needs of the 
United States, especially in California, and the faults of the 
British cars imported here, had little effect on improving the 
cars—this despite Enever’s effort to have the faults cor-
rected by the factory and its suppliers.  Many letters to/from 
Enever are reproduced in the book. 
As the British car imports declined in the late 1950s to mid-
1960s, imports from Japan and West Germany—Toyota, 
Nissan (Datsun), and Volkswagen grew steadily.  Several 
tables show these dramatic changes.  Whitby also cites the 

unwillingness of the British 
manufacturers even to visit 
America to see first-hand 
the different market require-
ments here.   
The American needs were 
quite clear: a larger, four-
door car; traditional position 
of the engine (not in the 
transverse position as in  
 

 
 some BMC salons); an engine capa-
ble of powering the car long dis-
tances; overall reliability; all synchro 
transmissions; proper engine cool-
ing; and air conditioning—especially 
in the hot climes of the southwest.  
While British sports cars sold very 
well, the more profitable, larger se-
dans of other foreign and domestic 
manufacturers were on a rapid in-
crease—something the British 
manufacturers could not or would 
not produce. 

 The author sums up some of these failures by noting, 
“(Younger) readers may find it difficult to understand why a 
powerful automobile company like British Motor Corpora-
tion, later to become British Leyland, failed to survive 
through the 1980s, whilst British factories of Ford and Gen-
eral Motors succeeded.  European companies…with up to 
date factories producing more stylish cars continued on 
quite successfully….[t]he fault must be shared by an inept 
and complacent  management at BMC, and headquarters 
that failed to recognize or understand the vast differences 
of the British and American markets and driving needs.”  
As automotive journalist David E. Davis, Jr. noted: “No sin-
gle nationality ever destroyed a business with such charm-
ing, good humored incompetence.” 

 Whitby goes on to note, in great detail, the issues with 
BMC, including trade union nonchalance and poor quality 
parts from suppliers. Tired of and frustrated by not being 
heard by anyone but his friend Syd Enever, Whitby finally 
left BMC and joined Nissan (then Datsun) in 1967.  This 
rapidly growing Japanese manufacturer listened to Whitby, 
especially Yutaka Katoyamo (Mr. K), the head of Nissan 
Motor Corporation in the USA.  The improvements sug-
gested by Whitby could be seen on the imported Nissan 
cars almost immediately.  It was with Nissan that Whitby 
ended his long and varied career in the automotive indus-
try. 

 Earning the American Dream is a re-
markable and educational read for 
those interested in automotive history 
and growth in America from the mid-
1950s to the 1980s.  Written by a man 
who both earned and lived his “America 
dream,” this book delves into docu-
mented detail about the author’s racing 
exploits and his contributions, in particu-
lar for the Austin-Healey and MG 

marques.  Correspondence, charts, and photographs allow 
the reader to comprehend and enjoy this part of history in 
a way like no other. 

 To purchase Earning the American Dream, send a check 
for $47 in US dollars (includes shipping).  Make check pay-
able to Gordon Whitby, P.O. Box 8327, LaVerne, CA 
91750, USA.  Outside the US, the cost is $52 and includes 
shipping. 

 To purchase online, go to www.classicmgmagazine.com 
and click on “Books.” 

 All profits from the sale of the book will be donated to can-
cer research. 

Gordon Whitby tends to Gough 
Industries’ racing Austin-Healey  

Gordon Whitby by Gough Indus-
tries’ Morris Isis, 1956 

Syd Enever (L) with 
Gordon Whitby at 
Wendover, Utah, 1956 

Gordon Whitby (L) 
and Roy Jackson-
Moore reunited in 
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FOR SALE    1960 Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite.   1275 Motor, 5 speed transmission, front disc brakes.  
Many new parts. Call for details  $10,500                   Frank   856-468-8372 

FOR SALE    Mig welder.   Hardly used, almost new.  Infinite heat range 110 volt.  Will handle up to 3/8” thickness.  In-
cludes cart, small tri-mix tank, gauges, lens shields, mask, spool of .019 wire  Bob     609-298-3452     

FOR SALE     1972 MGB GT  Running, driving car, decent interior, very little if any rust. Paint is the setback here, but a 
good buffing would help tremendously.  Mallard Green with autumn leaf interior.  Rostyle wheels, NO overdrive.  Needs an 
interior, but its all there.  Car has new battery, brake wheel cylinders, clutch slave cylinder, and flex hose.  Fresh hydraulic 
fluid, coolant, and engine oil. New rod bearings, and oil pump.  Good oil pressure, electrics all work. A very nice looking car 
that can be used and improved in stages. Lots of potential,   Located in Maple Shade $1900   Pete   856-667-6657 

FOR SALE    1974 MGB Chrome Bumper, British Racing Green.   Ran last time I started it.  Ran nicely.  Needs bits and 
pieces here and there.  Come see it.  Price perhaps negotiable, but starting at $4200      Bill       856-751-8981  

FOR SALE     SU carbs from early Sprite.  Complete with intake manifold, heat shield, etc  $40 obo, Chris  609-296-7219                                                                  

FOR SALE    1976 MGB  Red/Black Has not been driven in a while.  New tires, battery, top.   Make offer             
Dennis   609-352-0373 	!���"������#$�%����  

&�'	�(��					&�'	�(��					&�'	�(��					&�'	�(��					&��	()�*"�	+�$%�,	$�!	-$ )$�./01	�23	4 �	�5�6�	5$"�*�!	�"��	�7��%�	8���9	()�*"�	+�$%�,	��� ��	�� "��9	�	5��*	
7�$!9	���)"%*	�"*7	$%%	�*$�!$�!	�5���9	:$�	"�	�$!	/ )�)$%	5"*	7�%��1	8��2��	()�*"�	+�$%,	��$,	�$�	82�9	 	�
��	-$ )$�	;-��	
	�$!"$*��	82�9	+$,���	�����	-$ )$�	����"��	<$�)$%	 8	=		�!				�2����4�
>4�			 ����5�#$�%����  	

FOR SALE     Three MGB’s located in Mullica Hill.   1979 rough but restorable, 1971 rough, 1966 rough. Also two 18V en-
gines and transmissions (NON overdrive).   Build your parts inventory or restore the one of your choice. Paul 856-498-1121 

FOR SALE    Time to get rid of some of my collection of “stuff”.  My loss can be your gain: Morris Minor original workshop 
manual, BMC part # AKD530A. For Series MM, Series II, Minor 1000. Cover dirty, but otherwise complete and in good con-
dition $35 obo, Morris Minor truck bonnet flash.  Good condition nuts/bolts intact $20 obo, Morris Minor clear glass turn sig-
nal lenses in perfect condition. Pair for $  8                                                                          Chris    609-296-7219 

WANTED   Looking for a TR3 A or B driver in good running condition. No restoration projects 
John  856-429-4386  jheff123@msn.com  

YOUR AD COULD APPEAR HERE  Find a home for those extra parts or that car that you will never get around to 
restoring.  Raise some cash to buy more extra parts or projects that you do not need!! 
Contact Ed Gaubert:  mggarage@comcast.net 

Ads will appear for two (2) issues , as space allows 

PICK OF THE MONTH 
 

 Ed's pick this month is not a car but a 1000 square foot garage in Williamstown for only $250,  
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Road to the 25 th  Collier  Cup  
	?,	@�� 	:��7�!6$	?,	@�� 	:��7�!6$	?,	@�� 	:��7�!6$	?,	@�� 	:��7�!6$	 			

   It began in 1985 as a spark between 
SVRA and the Collier family, along with 
the support of the MG Vintage Racers, but 
would it catch on? 
   Flashback to 1954, when the Sports Car 
Club of America (SCCA) established the 
“Collier Brothers Memorial Trophy ”      
to remember MG racers Sam and Miles 

Collier.  But as the years passed it wandered from its 
original intent of recognizing MG racers and remembering 
the Collier MG legacy.  Then in 1980 MGs stopped being 
imported into North America from England, as the MG 
marque began to fade.  But during the 80’s vintage racing 
was catching on, and MGs began making a comeback in 
“vintage racing”, recapturing their racing heritage.  So in 
1985, as SVRA was expanding to support the growth of 
vintage racing, they decided to “Re-establish the original 
Collier Memorial concept, but with vintage MGs now, 
while maintaining a consistent “MG” theme this time”.  
SVRA’s 1985 letter to MG racers for the first Collier Cup 
read in part “The idea for an all MG race event was      
initiated by SVRA, and is sustained by Miles C. Collier 
…and much thanks to Mr. Greg Prehodka (MG Vintage 
Racers) … he has provided valuable ad-
vice….”  The result was the first “Collier 
Cup” all MG race at Watkins Glen, in 
SVRA’s first full vintage race weekend 
there.  This would differ from the SCCA 
concept, in that only MGs were invited to 
compete, and the cup’s winner would not 
necessarily be the race winner, but rather a 
MG racer, voted by their fellow racers, as 
best demonstrating the “Spirit of MG Vin-
tage Racing ”.  This would include car 
preparation to being period correct, its appearance, racing 
skill on the track, and overall MG spirit.  The first race in 
1985 saw only eight MGs entered, and the Collier Cup 
was awarded to MGTD racer Bob Colaizzi  (who will race 
the same TD in the 25th Collier Cup).  SVRA stayed with 
this concept as the number of MG entries began to grow.  
Benchmark years included 60 MGs entered in 1994;  72 
MGs in 1998 for the 50th anniversary of the Watkins Glen 
races; and in 2004, in recognition of the 50th anniversary 
of SCCA’s “Collier Brothers Memorial Trophy”, an incredi-
ble record-breaking, 143 MGs showed up to compete – a 
North American MG record which may never be broken!  
All of this has led up to celebrating the 25th running of the 
Collier Cup this September, backed up by a quarter cen-
tury of MG vintage racing heritage! 

   MGs are British sports 
cars.  Mostly two seat con-
vertibles, with modest four 
cylinder engines, manufac-
tured between 1946 to 1980.  
This includes MG-T’s, 
MGA’s, MGB’s, and MG 
Midgets, although you may 
see a few Pre-War MGs and 

 specials to.  Vintage rules limit the 
modifications and updating al-
lowed to these cars.  In a general 
sense they have to be prepared 
similarly to the way they were 
originally raced when they were 
new, have original components, 
and meet current safety require-
ments.  Most of the MGs you will 

see in the Collier Cup are street production cars with 
some modifications for racing.  Period appearance is 
strongly encouraged and you will not see sponsorship 
decals on these steeds.  This 
mix of many different MGs is 
very unequal in their perform-
ance potential, but winning the 
race is not the objective.  So 
what is to be won in vintage rac-
ing MGs?  Just the fun and en-
joyment of racing a piece of history, and sharing that en-
joyment with other MG enthusiasts - both racers and 
spectators.  Some of the racers you will see at the race 
have even been vintage racing their MG for over 25 
years!  A number of them even have their kids racing 
MGs now.  They are all most proud of their cars and take 
a very personal interest in them and MG history.So what 
is to be won in vintage racing MGs?  Just the fun and 
enjoyment of racing a piece of history, and sharing that 
enjoyment with other MG enthusiasts - both racers and 
spectators.  Some of the racers you will see at the race 
have even been vintage racing their MG for over 25 
years!  A number of them even have their kids racing 
MGs now.  They are all most proud of their cars and take 
a very personal interest in them and MG history. 
    So why are Sam and Miles Collier being remembered?  
They were the earliest MG racers in North America, who 
started racing their MGs in the 1930’s while sports car 
racing was in its infancy, and MGs were almost unknown 
over here.  They continued to race MGs up through the 
40’s and 50’s including the inaugural Watkins Glen street 
race in 1948.  This ended when Sam died in a racing ac-
cident at Watkins Glen in 1950, and then Miles passed 
away from polio in 1954. 
   Over the past 24 years recipients of the Collier Cup 
have almost become a “Who’s Who” of MG vintage rac-
ing.  As the race has grown in stature, other awards have 
been added to it by various sponsors, increasing its pres-
tige!  This includes the “Denver Cornett Jr. Trophy ” for 
first MG overall; “T Cup” for first MG ‘T’; “Bucher-Decker 
Trophy ” for the first MGA; and the “Bill Glanville Memo-
rial Cup ” for the first MG Midget.   But when the check-
ered flag falls on the race, all the MG racers will be 
“WINNERS”!  I trust that you will enjoy the trip back into 
memory lane if you come!  Even if you’re not a MG racer, 
take some time to look at these wonderful MGs in the 
paddock, and chat with their drivers – there is nothing 
they would like better!  Then enjoy watching them at 
speed and notice the huge grins on their faces after the 
race!  To find out more about MG vintage racing, go to 
the MG Vintage Racers’  web site “MGVR.org ”. 

Miles Collier 
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LOOKING FOR A BATTERY ? 
BCI Group Numbers, Dimensional Specifications, Pola rity & Terminals 

 

22F 9.5 6.9 8.3 240 175 211 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
22NF 9.4 5.5 8.9 240 140 227 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
24 10.3 6.8 8.9 260 175 225 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
24F 10.3 6.8 8.9 260 175 225 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
25 9.1 6.9 8.9 230 175 225 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
26 8.2 6.9 7.8 208 175 197 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
26R 8.2 6.9 7.8 208 175 197 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
26 - 70 8.2 6.9 7.8 208 175 197 10 & 17 C-LINE   TOP & SIDE 
27 12.1 6.8 8.9 306 175 225 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
27F 12.1 6.8 8.9 306 175 225 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
29NF 13 5.5 8.9 330 140 227 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
33 13.3 6.8 9.4 338 173 238 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
34 10.3 6.8 7.9 260 175 200 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
34R 10.3 6.8 7.9 260 173 200 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
34 - 78 10.3 6.8 7.9 260 175 200 10 & 17 C-LINE   TOP & SIDE 
35 9.1 6.9 8.9 230 175 225 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
36R 10.4 7.3 8.1 263 183 206 19 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
40R 10.9 6.9 6.9 278 175 175 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
41 11.6 6.9 6.9 293 175 175 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
42 9.6 6.8 6.8 243 173 173 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
43 13.1 6.9 8 334 175 205 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
45 9.5 5.5 9 240 140 227 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
46 10.8 6.8 9 273 173 229 9 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
47 9.7 6.9 7.5 246 175 190 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
48 12.1 6.9 7.6 278 175 190 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
48/91 12.1 6.9 7.6 306 175 192 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
49 13.9 6.9 7.6 353 175 190 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
49/93 15 6.9 7.6 381 175 192 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
50 13.5 5 10 343 127 254 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
51 9.4 5.1 8.8 238 129 223 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
51R 9.4 5.1 8.8 238 129 223 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
52 7.3 5.8 8.3 186 147 210 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
53 13 4.7 8.3 330 119 210 14 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
54 7.3 6.1 8.4 186 154 212 19 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
55 8.6 6.1 8.4 218 154 212 19 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
56 10 6.1 8.4 254 154 212 19 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
57 8.1 7.2 6.9 205 183 177 22 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
58 10.1 7.2 6.9 255 183 175 26 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
58R 10.1 7.2 6.9 255 183 175 19 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
59 10.1 7.6 7.8 255 193 196 21 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
60 13.1 6.3 8.9 332 160 225 12 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
61 7.6 6.4 8.9 192 162 225 20 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
62 8.9 6.4 8.9 225 162 225 20 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
63 10.2 6.4 8.9 258 162 225 20 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
64 11.7 6.4 8.9 296 162 225 20 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
65 12.1 7.5 7.6 306 190 192 21 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
66 12.1 7.6 7.6 306 192 194 13 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
70 8.2 7.1 7.3 208 179 196 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
71 8.2 7.1 8.5 208 179 216 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
72 9.1 7.1 8.3 230 179 210 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
73 9.1 7.1 8.5 230 179 216 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
74 10.3 7.3 8.8 260 184 222 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
75 9.1 7.1 7.3 230 179 186 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
76 13.1 7.1 8.5 334 179 216 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
78 10.3 7.1 7.3 260 179 186 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 
79 12.1 7.1 7.4 307 179 188 35 L/H-POS   SIDE 
85 9.1 6.8 8 230 173 203 11 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
86 9.1 6.8 8 230 173 203 10 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
90 9.5 6.9 6.9 242 175 175 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
91 11 6.9 6.9 278 175 175 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
92 12.5 6.9 6.9 315 175 175 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
93 13.9 6.9 6.9 93 353 175 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
94R 12.4 6.9 7.5 315 175 190 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
95R 15.6 6.9 7.5 394 175 190 24 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
96R 9.6 6.2 6.9 242 173 175 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
97R 9.9 6.9 7.5 252 175 190 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
98R 11.2 6.9 7.5 283 175 190 15 R/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
99 8.2 6.9 6.9 207 175 175 34 L/H-POS   TOP - SAE AUTO 
100 10.3 7 7.3 260 179 188 35 L/H-POS   SIDE 
101 10.3 7 6.7 260 179 170 17 L/H-POS   SIDE 

Group  L"  W"  H"  Lmm  Wmm  Hmm  Figure  Polarity    Terminals  



 

12 

 MORGANS and MORE AT THE GLEN  
Submitted by Fred Schuchard 
1971 Morgan Plus 8  
 
Connie and I traveled to 
Watkins Glen, NY on the 
weekend of September 11 
through 13 to attend the 
Grand Prix Festival and 
the SVRA Vintage Races. 
This year, in honor of the 
Morgan Motorcar Com-
pany’s 100th anniversary, 
Morgan was the featured marque. As a result, many great 
events were planned for us. 
 On Friday, the Watkins Glen Chamber of Commerce or-
ganized the “Tour de Marque”, an event held every year 
for the featured marque of the race weekend. This tour 
began at 9:00 AM at the Wings of Eagles Aviation  Mu-
seum near Horseheads, NY, about 15 miles south of Wat-
kins Glen. There were about 60 Morgans present. After 
registration and pleasantries accompanied by coffee and 
pastries, we posed for a group photo in front of the build-

ing. Then, led by an Aero 8 
pace car, we headed off cross 
country eventually ending up 
at Watkins Glen International 
Race Course where we were 
guided to a building near the 
pit area for a wonderful ca-
tered brunch. 

 Next, still led by the Aero 8, we were led through the pit 
area down to pit lane where we were met by an official 
WGI pace car which we then followed out onto the race 
course for two brisk laps. Great fun! Please note the photo 
taken by Connie through the passenger-side windshield (in 
this case, the left side). At the completion of the two laps, a 
gate was opened for us to 
leave WGI and head back 
out into the countryside still 
following our leader, the 
Aero 8.  Eventually we 
headed down a steep, twisty 
hill to the old Stone Bridge 
which I recognized as being 
one of the more famous parts of the original race course 
which completely encircled the Watkins Glen Park. We 
continued along the old course ending up on the main 
street (which is called Franklin St.) in front of City Hall 
where we were met by the Grand Marshall of the race 
weekend, Lyn St. James (of Indy fame), numerous offi-
cials, TV crews, and a large crowd of spectators. 

 Ms. St. James then 
dropped the green 
flag signaling the 
start of two com-
plete laps of the 
original race course 
which was 6.3 miles 
long. A wonderful 
experience which 

made me think of the old timers in their primitive race 
cars, some of which having cable-activated brakes, rock-
eting around those sharp bends and down those steep 
hills. They were very brave indeed! 

 Saturday was spent at WGI watching the races. This was 
followed in the evening by a cocktail hour and a catered 
banquet sponsored by the West New York Morgan Group 
and held upstairs at the new 
Media Center in the pit area 
of the track. We returned to 
the track for the Sunday 
races and spent most of the 
afternoon in the Morgan pit 
area taking photos and chat-
ting with the drivers. While at 
“The Glen”, Connie and I stayed at the Glenora Winery, 
famous for its wonderful views of Seneca Lake, its fine 
restaurant and, of course, its wines. It’s located 8 miles 
north of Watkins Glen on Rt. 14. 

 Connie and the Morgan. All in all, a wonderful and memorable 
weekend!  

A LITTLE TRIUMPH HUMOR 
Little Billy and his Dad were down at the autocross 
watching the Spitfires  zipping through the cones. 
Little Billy looks up to his Dad and says, "Dad, when I 
grow up, I want to be a Spitfire driver." 
His Dad looks down at him and says, "You can't do both, 
son."       - Ree G. 
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BMC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

	
Name _____________________________________________  Date _________________________________ 
    

Address ____________________________________________ Spouse _______________________________ 
 

City _______________________________________   e-mail: _____________________________________ 
          (if none, check here  ___ ) 
 

State ____________ Zip Code _________________ Daytime Phone _____________________________________ 
 

       Home Phone _______________________________________ 
 
YOUR BRITISH MOTOR VEHICLES: 
 
Car #1   Year ________Make __________________  Model _______________ 

Car #2   Year ________Make __________________  Model _______________ 

Car #3   Year ________Make __________________  Model _______________ 
 
 
DO YOU WISH TO HAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER DELIVERED VIA: 

 

EAMIL (2 Mb *.pdf file)   US POSTAL MAIL 
 
THIS APPLICATION IS FOR: 
 

NEW    RENEWAL   INFORMATION CHANGE 

 

Mail completed applications with 
$15.00 check made payable to “BMC 
of SJ”. 

Send to: 
BMCSNJ 
C/O Bill Carroll 
14 Lenore Court 
Hammonton, NJ     08037 

 

   More Covered Bridge Photos from Pg.1 
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 British Motor Club of Southern New Jersey 
 14 Lenore Court 
 Hammonton, NJ 08037 

 The BMCSNJ Web Site can be found at  
WWW.BMCSNJ.ORG 
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